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these bonds. We’ve got to make them work for
the benefit of all of our people.

On this very day, 170 years ago, the foot
soldiers of Bolivar’s army won the Battle of Aya-
cucho, the last battle for liberation between the
people of the New World and colonial Spain.
With that triumph, Peru proclaimed its inde-
pendence, and a new era began in our hemi-
sphere. It was an era that Bolivar hoped would
produce greater unity among the pan-American
states. Well, his dream was not realized in his
lifetime, and generation after generation has
struggled without success to make it real.

In our own century, President Roosevelt’s
Good Neighbor Policy, as Vice President Gore
said, sought to unite the hemisphere by urging
mutual respect among all and recognizing even
then, long ago, the importance of our inter-
dependence. Three decades later, President
Kennedy’s Alliance for Progress inspired the
peoples of the Americas with its vision of social
justice and economic growth.

Today, we can build on those foundations and
do what could not be done in former times.

We can create a partnership for prosperity
where freedom and trade and economic oppor-
tunity become the common property of the peo-
ple of the Americas. Just imagine it: a hemi-
sphere where disputes among and within nations
are peacefully and honorably resolved, where
cultures and nations are universally and mutually
respected, where no person’s rights are denied
and labor is not abused, where ideas and trade
flow freely across borders, where work is re-
warded and families and communities are
strong. Just imagine it.

My fellow Americans, this is a magic moment.
Let us seize it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. at the
Jackie Gleason Theater for the Performing Arts.
In his remarks, he referred to Gov. Lawton Chiles
of Florida and his wife, Rhea; Lt. Gov. Buddy
MacKay and his wife, Anne; Mayor Seymour
Gelber of Miami Beach; and Mayor Steve Clark
of Miami.

Remarks at a Reception for Heads of State at the
Summit of the Americas in Miami
December 9, 1994

Let’s give all our distinguished guests a hand
here. [Applause] To our distinguished heads of
state, Vice President and Mrs. Gore, Members
of the Congress and the Cabinet, Governor and
Mrs. Chiles, Lieutenant Governor and Mrs.
MacKay, Mayor Clark, to the distinguished lead-
ers from the business community and non-
governmental organizations that work so won-
derfully together, to the co-chairs and others
from the host committee who have done such
a wonderful job of putting together this extraor-
dinary event, and to all of our distinguished
guests from other lands, let me say a hearty
welcome to this remarkable summit.

Let me begin by thanking the wonderful city
of Miami for rising so magnificently to the chal-
lenge of hosting the Summit of the Americas.
If we leaders can match the dedication of the
citizens of Miami and south Florida to the work
of this week, we will truly bring our people
and our hemisphere closer together.

The end of the cold war has given all of
us a great opportunity to build bridges where,
for 50 years, only barriers stood. We in the
United States have worked hard to seize this
moment for peace and prosperity, from the
Middle East to Northern Ireland to southern
Africa to Haiti. And through our commitment
to expanded trade through NAFTA and the
GATT agreement, we are doing our best to
demonstrate our willingness to reach out to the
rest of the world to promote the peace and
prosperity we all want.

But here in our own hemisphere we are espe-
cially privileged, all of us, to live at a moment
of great opportunity. And with that opportunity
comes a heavy obligation upon all of us who
occupy positions of leadership in this hemi-
sphere. It is in the spirit of that opportunity
and that obligation that I proudly welcome the
33 democratically elected leaders of the Amer-
icas to the United States and to Miami.
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This week we have come together to build
a better world and a better future for our chil-
dren. Students of the Americas will recognize
this as an old dream. In the 1820’s, at the dawn
of freedom for the new Latin American repub-
lics, Simón Bolivar dreamed the Americas could
be the greatest region on Earth, I quote, ‘‘not
so much by virtue of her area and wealth, but
by her freedom and her glory.’’ Now, some 170
years later, Bolivar’s dream for the Americas
is becoming a reality. The people represented
here are free, we are friends, and we are com-
mitted to creating the best century in our his-
tory. We can become true partners for pros-
perity, and we can begin this week.

Our goals for the summit are clear: We want
to extend free trade from Alaska to Argentina,
we want to strengthen our democracies, and we
want to improve the quality of life for all our
people. It is clear that these goals are bound

together. If we grow more prosperous through
trade, we will strengthen our democracies and
our friendship. If we confront our common
problems, the common threats to democracy,
in a spirit of genuine partnership, we will in-
crease our chances at prosperity. And if together
we can confront our common challenges in the
environment, in health, and education to provide
for long-term sustainable development, both our
prosperity and our freedom will be secure.

A partnership for prosperity, stronger democ-
racies, improving our people’s quality of life,
these are the opportunities that lie before us.
So, my fellow citizens of the Americas, let us
make the most of them.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. at the Bilt-
more Hotel Country Club.

Statement on the Resignation of Joycelyn Elders as Surgeon General
December 9, 1994

Dr. Joycelyn Elders is a physician of out-
standing ability, energy, and commitment. As
a pediatrician, she dedicated her life to improv-
ing the health of children. As Surgeon General,
she worked tirelessly to reduce teen pregnancy
and AIDS and to improve the health of all
Americans, especially our children.

Dr. Elders’ public statements reflecting dif-
ferences with administration policy and my own

convictions have made it necessary for her to
tender her resignation.

Those statements in no way diminish her de-
votion to her work and the enormous positive
impact she has had on the problems she tackled
and the people she served.

I will always be grateful for her service.

The President’s Radio Address
December 10, 1994

Good morning. Earlier this week, I signed
the GATT agreement, the most far-reaching
international trade pact in our history. And this
weekend in Miami, we in the United States
are hosting the Summit of the Americas, where
the leaders of 34 countries have gathered to
promote trade in our own hemisphere.

This Summit of the Americas and GATT and
everything we’ve done to expand international
trade is really about opening up foreign markets

to America’s goods and services, so that we can
create high-wage jobs and new opportunities for
our people here at home.

But despite all the progress we’ve made—
despite the fact that we have over 5 million
new jobs in the last 22 months, the biggest
expansion of trade in history, we’ve had more
new construction jobs this year than in the last
9 years combined, and we’ve had a year of man-
ufacturing job growth for the first time in a
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